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‘Let the sighing of the Prisoner come before Thee.—According to the greatness of Thy Power, preserve thou those that are appointed to die.’—Bible. 
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SELECTIONS. 


THE FATHER WHO EXECUTED HIS OWN SON. 


The man who can read the following tale of 
sorrow and be unmoved, must have a heart of 
stone, and we pray that it may be taken away, 
and that there may be given him a heart of flesh. 
The Albany Citizen says, names and places 
might be given, were it necessary, in verification 
of the facts: 


A man of standing@nd property, named Major 
Wm. W , of Connecticut, was blessed with 
a family of kind, intelligent, obedient sons. Two 
of them—the eldest and best beloved—early re- 
ceived each his portion, and took their several 
ways to distant portions of the country, intent 
upon establishing themselves in the world, and 
carving out their own fortunes. They were 
each possessed of an excellent common school— 
Connecticut common school—education; and 
were well calculated to ‘make their way in the 
world.’ 

They departed with a father’s and a mother’s 
blessing resting upondhem, and were remember- 
ed with tears, and earnest, hopeful supplications 
before the throne of mercy, ere their first day’s 
journey was ended. 

A period of nine years rolled rapidly by, and 
among the innumerable changes wrought during 
that time, was the removal of Major W from 
the land of steady habits—glorious, fondly re- 
membered, ever loved Connecticut—to the ‘ far 
West’—a comprehensive term, which means any 
locality between Western New York and the 
Pacific Ovean. 

He was aman of sterling character; a true 
New Englander ; intelligent, persevering, honest, 
shrewd, and withal a little ambitious. The Ma- 
jor dabbled much in politics, and being a good 
practical writer and speaker, in a year or two 
revolutionized the county in which he was set- 
tled. Gratitude and political power rewarded 
him first with a seat in the State Legislature, and 
second with the Sheriffalty. 

A better sheriff than Major W——, that coun- 
ty had never been favored with. 
first year of his administration the salutary effects 
of his perseverance and good councils were seen 
and felt. 

During the second year of his official life, a 
notorious vagabond, known through the country 
as Bill Winchelsea, alias Caulkins, alias Ford, 
and halfa dozen other names, after a long course 
of petty crimes, repeated convictions and escapes 
was at length charged with the perpetration ofa 
foul murder. A widow, who resided a mile or 
two from the county town, and who was report- 
ed wealthy, was found early one morning inJune 








During the | 








lying upon the floor of her barn a few rods from 
her house, with her throat cut and her body aw- 
fully mangled with an axe. It was known that 
Winchelsea had been at the house late the evening 
previous, and that he declared he would lodge 
there that night. Soon as the murder, was dis- 
covered, search was made for him, and he could 
nowhere be found. -Suspicion naturally settled 
upon him, and the hue and ery was given. 

Sheriff W sent out his deputies and a 
strong posse, and accidentally receiving infor- 
mation which led him to believe the murderer 
had fled down the Mississippi, he instantly set 
out alone in hot pursuit. He traced what he be- 
lieved to be on the ‘ trail’ of the miscreant down 
as far as St. Louis, and there lost it entirely, and 
gave up the chase as fruitless. As he was pre- 
paring to return, he was taken suddenly ill of a 
fever, and for many weeks lay in a half delirious 
and very critical state. At the end of that time 
he began to convalesce, and ere long recovered 
so far as to be able to return home. 

During his absence, Winchelsea had been ap- 
prehended, tried, convicted, upon proof so posi- 
tive that the jury found a verdict of ‘Guilty of 
wilful murder, without leaving their box, and 
sentenced to the ignominious death of the scal- 
fold. 

Major W reached home on the day ap- 
pointed for the execution. Being yet feeble, he 
begged to be relieved from the painful duty of 
hanging the poor wretch, and it accordingly fell 
upon one of his deputies. 

The hour fixed upon for the dreadful murder 
which the law has legalized came round. At 
that moment a messenger arrived to inform Ma- 
jor W , that the deputy had fallen upon the 
scaffold in an apopleptic fit, and thatthe execu- 
tion stayed his arrival. There was no alternative. 
The Sheriff, though weak, and totally unfit for 
the terrible task, felt it to be his duty to prompt- 
ly obey the summons, 

Ina few minutes a rolling, heavy hum, and an 
unusual commotion in the ranks of the thousands 
gathered to behold the shameful death of a fellow 
creature, gave evidence of the arrival of the sher- 
iff. ‘The culprit was dressed for the grave, the 
fatal rope encircled his neck, the cap, drawn over 
his face by the deputy before the fit took him, 
at his request, remained as it had been adjusted. 
A brief prayer was offered up to God in behalf of 
the poor wretch, whose last minute had come.— 
The clergyman and the sheriff then took him by 
the hand and bade him farewell. All things 
were ready. The vast crowd were hushed to 
breathless silence. With a sudden movement 
the sheriff cut- the cord, the drop fell, the mur- 
derer was hanging by the neck between the 
heavens and the earth, 

A few convulsive struggles and all was over— 
justice was satisfied. The multitude dispersed 
to their homes— 

—But the tragedy had not yet reached its 
close. 

After hanging the usual length of time, the 
body was ‘ cut down,’ to be delivered to the phy- 
sicians—for friends the dead man had none—no, 
not one. 
last ceremony. 











One removed the shoes, ai 


another the long gown, and the sheriff himself | 


pulled off the cap, The body was then laying | 
face downward. A moment after it was turned 
over, and in the lived, distorted, ghastly features | 
presented to view, Sheriff W recognized the | 
countenance of his own son! his eldest, his best | 
beloved, long lost son! 

One long minute he stood, with straining eyes | 
and uplifted hands, speechless as the clay he 
gazed upon, Then, with a groan of utter agony, 
he fell upon the body, crying out,‘ My son! oh! 
my son! my son!’ 

—He never spoke again, 
relief. 

The son was indeed the murderer. Bad com- 
pany led him astray after he left his home in 





Death came to his 





Connecticut. He soon squandered his money, | do ; but I shall be there.’ 
and with that went his friends. Want stared | ried on. 
him in the face. Hunger pinched him sorely—! He came to another and asked the same ques- 
Shame and pride stifled the half expressed de-| tion, and received the same answer. All were 
sire to return, like the prodigal son, to his fath-| hurrying onto make the grand canal, on whicly 
er’s house, confess and repent. ‘Temptation | the steamships of the West with their heavy bur- 
took him captive, and he became a petty larceny | dens were to be transported. On the heads of 
thief, then a robber, burglar, counterfeiter, and | the Alleghany, the Scioto and the Mississippi, 
finally, after a long course of crime, closed the | he found thousands more of fitful streams hur- 
catalogue of his misdeeds with the capital crime | ried on by the same impulses, and which, while 
of murder—murder committed for the sake of a | he yet spoke to them, hurried out of sight.— 
few hundred dollars—and as we have related. None knew what he could do, but all were de- 
The other son lived long to bless and comfort | termined todo something. He,passed on to the 
his grief stricken mother; but she never recov-| mighty Mississippi, and there he found the ca- 
ed entirely from the dread shock. /nal was made! ‘The noble steamship rode 
a proudly on its surface, and as its waters dimin- 
THE MOURNER. | ‘re they were again replenished to the brim, 
| by every mountain spring and every stream.— 
‘It is very lonely mamma,’ murmured a fair} Thus do the little rills make the stream, the 
and lovely girl, as she rested upon a sofa one) stream the river, till the united waters of the 
evening ; ‘it is very lonely now, and the night | whole pour on their way rejoicing, to the glori- 
seems very long. Shall I never see papa any | ous cvean, So is man to the mass, and the mass 
more 2” to the grand tide of human affairs. Each little 
‘Yes, my love, you will see him in a brighter mortal, weak and weary though he be, can do 
world than this.’ something in making up the mighty stream of 
‘ But this is a fair world, said the little girl. | human events, as it rolls on to the ocean of eter- 
‘I love to run and play in the warm sunshine, | nity.’ 
and pick the water cresses from the brook ; and This is beautifully said, and is alike applicable 
when the weather gets alittle warmer, I shall go | to benevolent action as to the other concerns of 


and gather the blue eyed violet that Pa said was | human existence. No one individual knows in 
like me.’ what or how far his exertions, influence 8nd mo- 


And so saying it hur-— 


‘Too like I fear,’ said the mother, as the tear 
drop trembled on the drooping lid, ‘ but my dear 
child, there is a fairer world than this, where the 
flowers never fade ; where clouds never hide the 
light of that glorious sky; for the glory of him 
whose name is love, beams brightly and forever 
in these golden courts; the trees that grow on 
the bank of the river which waters that blessed 
place never fade as they do in this world, and 
when friends meet there, they will be parted no 
more, but will sing hymns of praise to God and 
the Lamb forever.’ 

‘And shall I go to that happy place when I 
die,’ said the child, ‘and will you go with me?’ 

‘Yes,’ said the mother, ‘we shall go in God’s 
own time; when he calls us from this life, we 
shall dwell forever in his presence. | 

It was a little while, and the mother bent over | 
the grave of this little frail flower of intellect, 
withered by the untimely frosts of death, but was | 
she alone, when in the twilight shades she sat up- | 
onthe grassy mould, where the deep and yearning | 
hopes of that fond heart were gathered in obvious | 
silence? Ohno! The soft and silvered tones | 





ney may modify or control great moral results ; 
but if in his appointed sphere each resolves to 
be faithful as duty calls him, ‘and weak and 
weary though he be,’ to do something towards 
making the world better, it will not be exertion 
misapplied. 


ee ee ee 


CoincipeNces.—We were struck, the other 
day, in looking at a work called the ‘ Lives of the 
Presidents,’ with a few curious coincidences of 
numbers which relate to the line of five Presi- 
dents, beginning and ending with an Adams.— 
Here is a table, for instance of the periods in 
which they were born and went out of office : 


Born. Retired. 
1735 John Adams 1801 
1743 Thomas Jefferson 1809 
1751 James Madison 1817 
1759 James Monroe 1825 
1767 J. Quincy Adams 1829 


Now, it will be seen by this that Jefferson was 
born just eight years after his predecessor Ad- 
ams; Madison eight years after his predecessor 





The sheriff remained to assist in we] 
} 


| speech. 


of buried love whispered in the breeze, and lifted | Jefferson; Monroe eight years after Madison ; 


the drooping flowers overcharged with the dewy | and John Quincy Adams eight years after Mon- 


tears of night. The diamond stars that one by) roe. Another curious fact to be observed is, that 
one came forth upon the shining watch, seemed | Adams was just sixty-six years old when he re- 
beaming with the light of that deathless flame, tired; Jefferson was sixty-six; Madison was 
which burned undimmed upon the inmost shrine | sixty-six ; Monroe was sixty-six ; and John Quin- 
of her heart, and she enjoyed in the early hours | cy Adams, had he been elected to a second term, 
of solitude, that communion of pure spirits, which would have been sixty-six. Adams, Jefferson, 
an exalted faith alone can bestow. _and Monroe, all died on the 4th of July. 


| 

Dr. Beecuer’s Dream.—The importance of An Honest Boy.—That ‘honesty is the best 
individual action and value of the unit constitut-| policy’ was illustrated some years since under 
ing large sums, is very faithfully and eloquently | the following circumstances, detailed by the 
illustrated in the annexed dream, which, at a; Rochester Democrat. A lad was proceeding to 
meeting in Ohio, for the promotion of the cause | an uncle’s to petition him for aid fora sick sister; 
of education, Dr. Beecher related. | and herchildren, when he found a wallet contain- 

‘He said he had a dream, which like other | ing fifty dollars. ‘The aid was refused, and the 
dreams did not wholly explain itself, and in which | distressed family were pinched for want. The 
some of the natural objects had the power of boy revealed the fortune to his mother, but ex- 
He was traveling near the sources of| pressed a doubt about using any portion of the 

His mother. confirmed the good reso- 
the pocket book was advertised, and 
er found. Being a man of wealth, upon 


the Monongahela, and in passing over a rough | money. 
country, at every short distance, met a little | l 
stream which he could step over; but all of them | t 
were going the same way. At last, he asked one | I 
where he was going? ‘ Why,’ replied the little | th y dollars .to his sick mother, and took 
rill, ‘I am going to New Orleans. I heard the | the boy into his service and he is now one of 
people there want a great canal a thousand miles | the most successfal merchants in Ohio. Honesty 
long and fifteen hundred feet wide, and I am go-| always brings its reward—to the mind, if not to 
ing to help make it. I don’t know what I can! the pocket. 4 








the history of the family, he presented . 
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Prisoner's Friend. 


Boston, January 21, 1846. 
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‘I shall ask for the Abolition of the Penalty of Death 








until | have the Infallibility of Human Judgment 


demonstrated to. me.’ LAFAYETTE. 
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DISCHARGED CONVICTS. 
No. III. 
PROVISION FOR THEM BY LAW. 


‘It isa subject deserving the most serious attention 
of the friends of humanity to ascertain what can be 
done for the convict when he quits the Penitentiary.’ 

Report of Mass. State Prison. 


In our last article we spoke of the Number of Con- 
viets annually discharged from the Prisons of our 
country. A calculation was made a number of years 
since that about six thousand were then abroad from 
the Penitentiaries alone. This fact alone shows the 
importance of making some provision for them.— 
There are many persons who suppose the law pro- 
vides for them when they leave the prison. We 
have been at some pains to ascertain some facts in 
regard to this matter, and we present the reader the 


esults of our investigation, premising in this instance 


as well as in many others, we are largely indebted to 
the Prison Discipline Reports :— , 

Maine. When convicts are discharged from the 
State Prison, they are supplied with not less than 
two, nor more than five dollars each, and a new suit 
of clothes. Nothing is done to furnish them employ- 
ment after their discharge. ) 

New Hampsaine. They are furnished with mo- 
ney and a new suit of clothes on their discharge ; but 
nothing has been done to furnish thém employment. 

Vermont.—The generality of the prisoners earn 
by extra industry, a sufficiency to clothe themselves 
decently when discharged ; and those that.do not, are 
not sent away without comfortable apparel and a 
small sum of money. ; 

Massacuvsetrs. The prisoner is furnished on his 
discharge, with a decent new suit of clothes and a 
sum of money not exceeding five dollars ; all of which 
is at the expense of the Prison. Employment has 
been obtained for them in many cases; but generally 
they do not request any assistance in that way. 

Connecticur. They are furnished with a small 
sum of money and a new suit of clothes ; but nothing 
has been done to furnish them employment. 

Buackwett’s Istanp. They never have been 
furnished with clothes, money, or employment, on 
being discharged. 

Avupury, N. Y. The State allows an average of 
three dollars in money to each convict, at the time of 
his discharge, to defray bis expenses till he can find 
employment. It is at the discretion of the agent to 
give some more, and some less, according as they 
need. Tey are also furnished with a decent suit of 
clothes from those worn in, if there are any; if not, 
with new ones. The officers and others connected 








‘with the prison take some pains to find employment 
for discharged convicts, but no systematic plan has 
beeen adopted for the purpose, as there should be. 

_. Marycanp. As each of the prisoners has a task 
"and receives a compensation for any labor that he 
may perform beyond it, nearly all of them have a 

ciency, on their discharge, to procure decent 
clothing and supply their immediate necessities. If 
from sickness or other causes, it happens that this is 
not the case, they are supplied by the institution. No 
plan has ever been adopted by the State authorities 
to furnish discharged convicts withemployment. _ 

Wasuineron. The prisoner, on his discharge, is 
furnished with a cheap suit of clothes, and a small 
sum of money, which are considered sufficient to serve 
until employment can be obtained. The keeper has 
procured work for two or three, who are believed to 
have done well. ’ 

Kentucky. When a prisoner is discharged, the 
keeper gives him a suit of. clothes, five dollars in mo- 
ney, and the best advice he can give. 

nio. A suit of clothes and a small sum of money 
is given. 

The above will give the reader an idea of the Pro- 
» visions made in some of the prisons for the Convict. 

I: will be seen that avery scanty sum is given to 
provide for their immediate wants. Should their 

e be far distant, in some cases not eyen enough 
is given to reach their friends. We hope the atten- 
tion of Legislators will be called to this subject.— 
- Could not the convict have a certain amount of work 

given him and then be allowed his earnings over that 
sum? This would be an encoutagement to him 
. while in prison, and would be more advantageous to 
him than a direct increase of the present sum now 
allowed. In our next, we shall point out some plans 
for this class of our fellow-beings. c. s. 


POPPIES rereere—re—e——V 
INCIDENTS OF TRAVEL. 


: 
: EXETER—DOVER, N. H. 





We have just visited these two places. On Sun- 
| day before last we lectured in Exeter, to a very large 
| assembly, on the Treatment of Prisoners. We re. 
| gret that the Orthodox minister of the place was so 
_ illiberal as to refuse giving out a notice of this 
¢ription. We had heard of his liberality. W 
) this is not a specimen. Ifhe has no regard ff 
prisoner himself, we shoui? think he might a 

aid others, and especially a stranger, by giving a no- 

: tice fora meeting. We thank the friends in Exeter 
for their kindness and assistance. 

From here we left for Dover to visit once more 











PRISONER’S FRIEND. 




















Andrew Howard, who was reprieved by the Governor 
only a few weeks since, till next July, to give the 
Legislature an opportunity to grant a commutation of 
sentence. 

We had a short interview with the prisoner, who 
conversed freely with the Rev. Mr. Parkman and 
myself, who kindly accompanied me tothe cell. We 
put several questions to Howard, some of which we 
remember. 

Q. How did you feel when you expected to be exe- 
cuted in a few hours ? 

A. I was not distressed. I knew I should not be 
hung; I expected a reprieve. I heard something a- 
bout a reprieve before the day arrived. 

. Have you had any advantages for education ? 
. No. 

. Can you read ? 

. No. 

. Have you any family ? 

No. 

Have you any connections ? 

. Yes, three brothers, two sisters and a mother. 
. Where were you born ? 

- Rochester, N. H. 

What is your age ? 

. Twenty-one. 

Q. How long have you been in Prison ? 

A. Two years. 

We learn that every preparation was made for the 
execution by the Sheriff, that he had a gallows made 
at his own house in Lee, and brought there on the 
ground. We learned many facts about the expected 
execution. Ten thousand people were to witness the 
scene, many of whom were among the very dregs 
of society. When the Governor had granted the re- 
prieve, many were exceedingly disappointed and in-. 
dulged themselves in the most violent language to- 
wards the Executive, some even threatening his life. 
| We think the friends of the gallows in Dover must 
have seen that it was not the most amiable and be- 
| papalene part of the community who favored exe- 
cutions. One man who heard of the reprieve, saw 
two or three old men hurrying to the spot, and he 
told them that, the execution was not to be on that 
| day. One of them swore a good deal, and the indi- 
vidual asked him how he would feel about it if the 
man were his own son. Said he, ‘Damn you, just 
the same! come, I don’t want any of that damned 
talk; I guess Steele won’t be Governor next year.’ 

The Sheriff took the liberty to violate the law by 
building the gallows so as to be seen by the public. 
It may not be known that the strongest advocates 
for hanging have become so ashamed of their brutal 
work that now the law in TEN of the States in the 
Union requires private executions. The following 
is the law in New Hampshire. 

‘Sec. 7. The punishment of death shall be in- 
flicted by hanging the person convicted, by the neck, 
until dead, and the execution shall take place within 
the walls or yard of a prison in the county in which 
he was convicted. The sheriff of the county shall 
be present unless prevented by some unavoidable 
casualty, and two of his deputies to be designated 
by him, and he may require the attendance and aid 
of a military guard, or such assistants as he shall 
think necessary. He shall also request the presence 
of the attorney general or solicitor, clerks of the 
courts in the county, and other respectable citizens 
including a physician or surgeon, not exceeding twelve; 
and the relations of the convict, his counsel and: such 
priest or clergyman as he may desire, may be pres- 
ent, but no other person.’ 

The Sheriff kept up the gallows for seven weeks 
after the reprieve. There stood this bloody, ghastly 
instrument for the sport of the unfeeling bystanders. 
Many a jest was passed by the traveller. What a 
disgrace? But we cannot enter into the sickening 
details connected with this expected execution. We 
hope the Legislature will grant a commutation of 
sentence. They meet only one month before the 
execution. Much credit is due the Rev. John Park- 
man and Rev. Mr. Anderson, of Dover, for their be- 
nevolent exertions in saving this man from the ig- 
nominious death of the gallows. C.& 
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THE GOVERNOR'S MESSAGE. 


We were agreeably surprised on reading the late 
Message of his Excellency Governor Briggs, on per- 
|ceiving that he had discovered the true feelings of 
_wany of the people of Massachusetts in relation to 
the infliction of the death-penalty, and that he is in 
favor of abolishing Capital Punishment, excepting 
for murder in the first degree. This is encouraging ; 
but we must continue our labors ontil Capital Pun- 
ishment is entirely abolished. Nothing short of 
this will satisfy the friends of this cause, and the 
humanity of the age. 

The following are the paragraphs in the Message 
relating to this subject :— 





I deem it proper to call your attention to an im- 
portant branch of the criminal law of the common- 
wealth. By existing Statutes, there are four crimes 


unishable with death.—Treason, Murder, Rape, and 
urning a dwelling-house in the night time. 

If the penal:: »ttached to the violation of a law is, 
in the public opinion, too severe, two consequences 
will manifest themselves in its administration-— 
First, a difficulty in procuring convictions; and sec- 
ondly, if convictions take place, the pardoning pow- 





[er will be strongly urged to interpose and mitigate 
the punishment. Wise and judicious legislators 
should endeavor to avoid both of these consequences. 
They are grave and serious evils. 

For a jury to hesitate to find a fact, because, by 
such finding, too heavy a_ blow in their opinion will 
fall upon the head of a fellow-being, against whom it 
should be found, would tend to weaken the public 
‘confidence in that important and sacred tribunal.— 
Those who are acquainted with the history of judicial 
proceedings, must be aware that such cases do some- 
times occur. Asa general rule, it would bea danger- 
ous and unauthorized exercise of the pardoning pow: 
er, for an executive magistrate to interpose and ar 
rest the execution of a law, because in his opinion 
its penalty was too severe. 

But in a case where the expression of a strong pub- 
lic sentiment should speak out, in accordance with 
his own views asto the rigor of the punishment, 
there is danger that the pressure might be too pow- 
erful for a kind-hearted though upright Magistrate 
to resist. It is quite obvious, that at this day the 
inclination of the public mind is in favor of the 
diminution of the severity of punishment. 

So far as legislation can prevent it, the commission 
of a greater offence should never be presented to the 
mind of a criminal as a means of avoiding detection 
in the commission of a lesser one. In reducing the 
penalty for robbery of the person, and for breaking 
and entering a dwelling-house in the night-time, 
(the burglar being armed,) from death to confinement 
in the State Prison, I apprehend our own Legisla- 
ture were influenced, at least to some extent, by this 
principle. 1am persuaded they acted wisely in so 
doing. 

In a sister State, where such a change has taken 
place in the law applicable to robbery, it is said, that 
while. the number of murders has diminished, the 
number of yobberies has not increased. In one of 
the counties of our own Commonwealth, within the 
last year, a person has been executed, who had com- 





For the Prisoner’s Friend. 
THE LAW OF MOSES, 


Among the opponents of the overthrow of the gal- 
lows, much is said about the !aw of Moses, and its 
sanctions, but it has sometimes appeared to me that 
if our hearts are right, the law of Moses would be no 
barrierto us. The spirit of God does not dictate dif- 
ferent things to different souls—the same spirit that 
led Jesus to reverse the code of Moses and to teach us 
instead of demanding an eye for aneye, a tooth fora 
tooth, and life for life, to overcome evil by good, will 
so teach every man, in proportion as he receives of 
that same spirit. The great barrier to the cause of 
the abolishment of the death penalty is not the law 
of Moses, but the law of retaliation in men’s hearts, 
and we prove this from this fact—those who are ad- 
vocating the law of Moses in defence of the rightful- 
ness of the death penalty, only refer to it so far as 
Moses agreed with them; they do not take up a wo- 
man who picks up sticks upon the Sabbath day and 
kill Her as Moses commanded ; if they were consist- 
ent they would follow Moses in all things. We 
therefore come to the conclusion, that if we have the 
spirit of Moses we shall be like Moses, and if we have 
the spirit of Christ we shall be like Christ. Hence 
while the man who forgives his enemies and seeks 
their good, points to Christ ; the man who demands an 
eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth, and life for life, 
will pointto Moses. The question before us then, is 
reduced to this, will ye be followers of Moses or of 
Christ ? will ye cling to the Gallows or to the Cross ¢ 
And we say again, that if we have the law of Christ 





mitted, under the most aggravated circumstances, the 
double crime of rape and murder. 

In another of our counties, a man was hung seve- 
ral years ago, for the murder of a female whom he 
had first violated. In the confession of his crime, I 
am informed he declared that the thought of com- 
mitting murder, did not enter his mind until after 
the perpetration of the first offence, when the poor 
victim told him he would have to be hung for what | 
he had done. 

He said it then instantly occurred to him that the 
only hope of escaping detection and death, was to 
put the witness of his guilt out of the way. With | 
the desperate hope of saving his own life, he seized 
aclub, followed and killed the wronged and flying 
female. How many such cases there may have been, 
Omniscience alone can tell. If a single one has 
been known to exist, does not that one furnish a 
sufficient reason for removing the temptation for its 
repetition. 

I recommend to your calm consideration the pro- 
priety of reducing the number of capital offences 
now existing in this Commonwealth. In the case 
of murder, much reflection has convinced me of the 
propriety of making degrees of guilt in that crime. 
Whilst the penalty of death shall remain against the | 
wilful and deliberate murderer in the first degree ; | 
murder in the second degree, committed under cir- | 
cumstances of mitigation, should be punished by | 
confinement in the State Prison during life. 





uwwneeeeeeereerereeereernaer—"" 
LETTER FROM ALBERT J. TIRRELL. 


Expected as Tirrell now is daily in this State from 
New Orleans to be tried for murder, every thing re- 
lating to him is read with the deepest interest.— 
The following was addrsssed to the editors of the 
New Orleans Picayune. The keeper of the prison 
confirms the truth of his letter. 

ParisH Prison, Jan. 2, 1846. 


Messrs Editors—I was somewhat surprised on see- 
ing in the New York Herald of the 19th of Decem- 
ber, a paragraph purported to be copied from your 
paper, in which it states that since my arrest [ have 
maintained the most gloomy silence, and scarcely 
answering the officers who have occasion to address 
me, and that I pass the whole day in a most lethargic 
state and that from my conduct there is little doubt 
but that I will snatch the first opportunity to com- 
mit suicide; that the officers are compelled to watch 
me or place me under restraint that it would be im- 
possible for me to a myself. Now, gentlemen, 
every word of this is false, and whoever your in- 
formers were, they are much mistaken. I know my 
innocence of the charge for which I am arrested, 
and fee! conscious (in spite of the singularity of my 
conduct in changing my name and leaving my home 
about the time this tragedy fook place) of an acquit- 
tal by a jury of my countrymen, and until that time 
arrives, and the evidence pro and con is heard, I | 
think that common humanity demands a suspension 
of public opinion. 

It is true that [ am sometimes silent—melancholy ; 
but what man who has any feeling about him would 
not be, were he placed in my situation—accused of | 
a base and heinous crime, one at which every heart | 
revolts—my name blazoned forth by the public prints 
throughout the civilized world, and the brand of | 
‘murderer’ attached to it !—ere a common prelimi- 
nary examination has taken place in the matter—ere 
I know who my accusers are, or what they say a- 
gainst me,—and I alone not the sufferer. 

No—would to God I was! but I am compelled to 
know that my aged and widowed mother, my wife, 
sister and other relatives, must suffer much from this 
accusation being brought against me. But as to my | 
scarcely answering when spoken to,I believe the! 
subjoined certificate of the officers of the prison will | 
show to the contrary; and hoping, gentlemen you 
will have the kindness to give it a place in your | 
paper as readily as you have done the other, 

I subscribe myself your 
Obedient servant, 
ALBERT J. TIRRELL. 











To the Editors of the N. O. Picayune. 


food in his family and for fuel. 


in our hearts as well as upon our lips, we would 
rather throw our arm around our brother’s neck and 
seek to win him to Jesus, rather than to take his life 
—we would rather make the place of the gallows 
beautiful with love, instead of a spectacle of cold 
hearted butchery. S. H.'L. 


BALL LLL LL LLL I DOD III 
THE MASSACHUSETTS STATE PRISON, 


In his Message to the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives, Gov. Briggs speaks very favorably of the 
condition of dur Penitentiary. The salutary influence 
of kindness upon the hearts of the prisoners is en- 
couraging to the philanthropist to continue his labors 
of love. Rapidly as possible we must melt this pri- 
son down into an asylum for the criminal. 

The Message says: 


The Reports of the officers in the State Prison pre- 
senta satisfactory state of affairs in that institution. 
A personal examination of the Prison by the Govern- 
or and Council, confirms those reports. About six 
thousand dollars have been expended in repairs and 
buildings within the walls during the year. Theex- 
penditures seemed to have been judiciously made, and 
the improvements are important and useful. <A re- 
markable degree of health has prevailed among the 
prisoners. But one death has occurred among nearly 
three hundred persons in twelve months. 

The fruits of a mild and hunfane treatment mani- 
fest themselves much to the credit of the officers, and 
going strongly to confirm the correctness of such a 
system. Generally those who leave the Prison, leave 
it with arespect for the laws whose penalties they 
have been made to feel, and with kind feelings 
| towards the officers. They go again into the world 
‘many of them with the purpose and the hope, by a 
| correct course of conduct, of restoring themselves to 
| their friends, instead of breathing out threatnings 
and vengeance against their fellew men. 


This state of moral feeling on the part of prisoners, 
isan important point gained in the administration of 
penal law. There is a small library in the institution 
which is much used by the prisoners during the 
hours that they are in their cells. The Inspectors 
and Warden concur in the opinion that an addition 
of suitable books is desirable. I think one or two 
hundred dollars, for that purpose, from the prison 
funds, would tend to improve the moral condition of 
its unfortunate inmates. 
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Tue Discuarcen Convict.—We have latel® met 
with a most beautiful incident. On going to our 
office one morning, we saw an individual who ap- 
peared very shy, hardly daring to speak to any one. 
He at last approached us, calling us by name. Ina 
low voice he said, ‘I had heard of you, I saw your 
sign—Prisoner’s Friend—I am a discharged convict, 
and I entered your office; speak low, for some one 
will hearus.’ He related his story. He had been 
out of prison some months; had found employment, 
but on learning his history he had been several times 
discharged. He was now suffering for the want of 
We immediately 
gave him a small sum, and at that very moment a 
friend entered the office with a letter from Salem, 
containing precisely the same amount! We felt 
abundantly rewarded for our kindness. We called 
to mind the old saying, ‘Cast thy bread upon the wa- 
ters, thou shalt findit after many days.’ Heaven had 
done more than was promised, for the ‘many days’ 
were not suffered to pass away before the reward 
came. We hope those friends who are desirous of 
employing this friend will send us word at our office, 
40 Cornhill. Wehave given him a little work, but 
we are unable to employ him any more for the 
present.” C. Se 
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First Anniversary of the Massachusetts So- 
ciety for the Abolition of Capital Punish- 
ment. 


We have not room to lay before our readers the 
whole proceedings of our 1st Anniversary, owing to 
the crowded state of our columns; but next week, 
we intend to presenta full report of the speeches, 
together with the Secretary’s report. The meetings 
were very well attended, and a crowded house 
awaited the appearance of the Orator of the evening, 
Hon. R. Ranrovt, Jr., whose oration was listened to 
with profound attention and great applause. It 
abounded with arguments and facts, some of which 
were entirely new, and will be very interesting to our 
readers. For instance it was stated, that all the dis- 
tinguished lawyers in France, had petitioned for the 
total abolition of the death penalty. This must be con. 
vincing evidence that Capital Punishment opposers, | 
are not all non-Resistants, as the enemies of the 
cause would fain have us believe. Another fact of 
great importance was, that Wick.irre, the great 
Reformer, was decidediy opposed to Capital Punish- 
ment, and it was one of the heresics of which he was | 
accused before the Pope. This may startle some of 
our readers, supposing that the present movement is 
a new one, whereas it has been repeatedly discussed 
in almost all countries, and dy all kinds of minds.— 
The meeting was called to order by Amasa Walker, 
Esq., of North Brookfield, one of the Vice Presidents 


on their names, and also the name of the 





of the Society, and C. B. Stearns was chosen Secre- 

tary. After some well timed remarks by the Chair- | 
man the Secretary of the Society—C. Spear—read | 
the 1st Annual Report of the Massuchusetts Society | 
for the Abolition of Capital Punishment, which report | 
was adopted. 

The foliowing individuals then addressed the meet- | 
ing: Amasa Walker, Addison Davis, Rev. Mr. Ste- | 
vens, of Framingham, Ichabod Morton, of Plymouth, 
J. M. Spear, Rev. M. Hall, of Providence, Mr. Price, 
Rev. Mr. Fay, of Roxbury, and Rev. Mr. Chapin, 
of this city. 

The following Resolutions among others were 
adopted : 

Resolved, That while in the recommendation of the | 
Governor of Massachusetts in his late Message, for | 
the Abolition of Capital Punishment, except for mur- | 
der in the first degree ; we see cause of encourage- | 
ment tolabor in our wise and humane reform, yet | 
we ought to continue our efforts until the death pen- | 
alty is entirely abolished. | 

Resolved, That the infliction of death, as a penaley | 
for crime, is not only repugnant to all the better feel- | 
ings of our nature, but is at war with the principle | 
and precepts of Christianity. 

Resolved, That the present aspect of our cause, af- | 
fords great reason for encouragement to the friends | 
of humanity, and gives us good ground for hoping, | 
that ere long the death penalty will be abolished | 
every where. | 

A new interest was created, and an altogether un- | 
expected impetus, given to our movement, by the | 
gratifying recommendation of his excellency Govern- | 
or Briggs, for the Abolition of Capital Punishment, | 
for every offence except murder in the Ist degree.— | 
What a change has taken place within a year! and | 
what ground we have for expecting in a year ortwo | 
more, the entire cessation of all sanguinary punish- 
ments in our State! That will be a joyful day, 
when old Massachusetts; shall thus have set an ex: | 
ample of humanity, and wise legislation, by expung- 
ing all bloody laws from her criminal code. The} 
other States will soon follow her example, and the | 


day is not far distant, when the punishment of death | 
will be remembered among the things that were, 
throughout our Union. Ged speed the day! 

Cc. B. S. | 
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PAARAARPRARARARA DSS 
Duxpury anv Kineston.—Last week I spent aj} 
few days in these towns with my old friends and | 
acquaintances. The people of Duxbury are known | 
extensively as being very kind, temperate, social and | 
hospitable as well as those of Kingston. In both of | 
these towns I lectured to attentive audiences on the | 
Abolition of Capital Punishment, and the reforma- | 
tion of the criminal, A disposition was manifested | 
in several ways to aid this righteous cause for which | 
we are grateful. Especially are we laid under great 
obligations to Joshua Cushing, S. C. Hewett, and 
Lewis and W. W. Winsor of Duxbury, and D. B. | 
Bartlett, Alden Sampson and Charles Everson, of | 
Kingston. 
Any of the above named brothers will act as agents | 
for the Prisoner’s Friend. J. M. S. 
rors oeenrnroerr 


A New PLAN To KEEP UP THE GaLLows.—We | 
perceive in the Baltimore Sun of the Sth inst. an 
advertisement informing the good people of that city | 
‘that there was to be a concert of sacred music given | 
in Second Street (Rev. Mr. Heiner’s) Church on | 
Monday evening 12th inst., and that before the close 
of that concert, a Clergyman, who hails from Bos- | 
ton, though the last we heard of him he lived at} 
Nashua, will deliver a lecture on Capital Punish- | 
ment.’ 
cents. This is a new plan to keep up the hideous | 
gallows. These efforts will be unavailing. Its days 


are numbered. land, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania and Maryland, 


| Scott. 


| known. 


murder of Robert Headden, at Greenville, C. H., S. H. 


| not known. 


Admittance to the concert and lecture 25 quence of some informality in sentencing him, the execution was 


postponed and the case is to be taken to the Supreme Court on a 
writ of error. G. 


Massachusetts, Vermont, New Hampshire, Connecticut, Rhode I 


PRISONER'S FRIEND. 





LEGISLATLVE. 


The subject of the Abolition of Capital Punish- 
ment is now-before the Legislature of Massachusetts. 


Notices of Meetings—Lectures, §:c. 


Appison Davis, of Lynn, will lecture on Capital 
Punishment in the following towns :— 


» 99 

The House has referred so much of the Governor’s| West Brookfield, Thursday, Jan. pot 
Message as relat his 10 thefollewing| =o Mer: Friday, ; 23. 
essage as relates to this matter to the following S. Wilbraham, Saturday, 4“ 24. 
Committee: viz., Wilson, of Natick, Washburn, of| Springfield, Sunday, ‘“ 25. 
Boston, Bragg, of Milford, Earle, of Worcester, and Southborough, Monday * 26. 

’ s ’ I >] ’ = 79 

Lewis, of Barnstable. Framingham, Tuesday, a 27. 





Prisons.—The Committee on Prisons, appointed 
by the House, are Bullock, of Pawtucket, Fowler, 
of Danvers, Plympton, of Boston, Eddy, of Warrick, 
and Deane, of Chnrlestown. ‘ 

OPP BLI LI FP IOI LLP LOL LPIA 
PARTICULAR NOTICE. 

iWe forwarded the first number of the 
Prisoner’s Frienp to several well-known 
philanthropists, who were not subscribers, 
hoping that on their seeing a specimen 
number, of our paper, they would be in- 
duced to become patrons, saying that if the 
paper was not returned they would be con- 
sidered subscribers the coming year. We 
forward the present number in the same 
way; persons not returning their papers will 
have their names entered upon our books as 
regular subscribers. ‘Those who do send 
back their papers, will be particular to put 


jc =Charles Spear will address the people on King- 
ston Plains, N. H., on the first Sabbath in February, 
on the Treatment of Criminals, and Lecture in South- 
ampton the same evening on the same subject. 





‘ ~ 

1c? J. M. Spear will Lecture in Lynn, on the Treat- 
ment of Criminals, next Sabbath evening at such place 
as the friends may appoint. 

J. M. Spear willlecture this evening ( Wednes- 
day) onthe Abolition of Capital Punishment and the 
Reformation of the Criminal in the Town House in 
Hanover. 

Thursday evening he wilt lecture on the same sub- 
ject in Pembroke in such place as the friends may 
select. 





1 Peace Conrention.—A generat Convention of 
the friends of Peace will be held in Mechanic’s Hall, 
in the city of Providence, R. I., Tuesday, the 27th day 
of January, at 10 o’clock, A. M., to continue two days, 
Several eminent friends of the cause from Providence, 
Boston and elsewhere, are expected to address the 
Convention; and all citizens desirous of peace are in- 
vited to attend and participate. 

E. B. HALL, 
8. OSGOOD, » Committee. 
S. W. WHEELER, 5 


town where they reside. 








Under Sentence of Death! 
ergs a ne ee ae peo ee C$ Massachusetts Anti-Slavery Society—Annual 
Meeting.—The Fourteenth Annual Meeting of the Mas- 
sachusetts Anti-Slavery Society will he held in the city 
of Boston, on the Fourth Wednesday of the present 
month, January 28th, 1846. All auxiliary societies are 
urgedto be numerously represented, and the faithful 
friends of the cause, in all parts of the country, are cor- 
dially invited toattend. The crisis demands that this 
should be the largest and most eflective meeting ever 
held by the Society. 


” 


Massachusetts ! 


‘For he hath looked down from the height of his sanc- 
tuary ; from heaven did the Lorp behold the earth, 
to hear the groaning of the prisoner ; to loose those 
that are appointed to death.’ BiBie. 


} rovodinmantio 
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FRANCIS JACKSON, President. 
Epmvuwnp Quincy, Sec’y. 
Boston, Jan. i, 1846. 


Business Stems. 


Thanks to Hon. R. C. Winthrop for his valuable 
docnment. 

ic Will friend Badger please inform us how he re- 
ceived his paper, as his name is not on our list of sub- 
scribers, 

tc Wanted.—Employment for a Discharged Con- 
vict. He is a good Painter, but willing to be employed 
in any other business that will give him an honest liv- 
ing. Apply at the othice of the Prisoner’s Friend, 40 
Cornhill. 

If the editor of the Investigator will look atthe date 
of our paper and will bear in mind that we do not re- 
ceive his until Thursday, he willsee that we could not 
comply with his request. 
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MISSOURI! Lesrer, forthe murder of King B. | 
To be hung the 23d of January, 1846. 

VIRGINIA! Hunrer Hitt, for the Murder of 
Major Smith, at Norfolk ; time of execution Feb. 2d, 
1846. 

OHIO! Tuomas, forthe murder of Frederick Ed- 
wards ; to be hung on the 6th of March next. 

NEW YORK! Titer, for the murder of John 
Covert at Whitehall. Time of execution not known. 

Wn. Harper, forthe murder of John G. Kempf, to 
be hung on the 24th of Feb. 1846 

Mrs. VALKENBURGH, forthe murder of her husband 
last March, in Fulton, N. Y. Time of execution, Jan- 








Rects. to week ending January, 14, 


Cheshire, B. A. Jarvis, 50c; A. Brooks, 50c; W. 
Mix, $1; L. Preston 25c Southington, R. Heming- 
way, 25¢; T. Jones, 25c; C. NW. Stanard, 25c; L. 
Campbell, 50c; A. Neal, 50c ; A. Upson, 1——Cedar- 
ville, J. H. Haxter, 90e—— Williamstown, M. Martin, 











| uary 24, 1846. 50c ; P, Seaver, 50c; R. Seaver, 1; J.C. Farnum, 
KENTUCKY! Joun W. Parker, of Scrub Glass, | ! Weare, W. B. Gove, 1——So. Scituate, C. Stod- 
for the murder of his wife. Time of execution not | Sard, Sltr—- NGI, ES, Faughny Ole: Went 


Amesbury, W. Currier, 1; A. B. Morse, 1; J. Calla- 
nan, 50c; J. Whitiier, 1; S. Stevens, 1; J. Annis, 1; 
J. B. Hoyt, 1; J. S. Fullington,1; H. Nichols, 1; A. 
Sawyer, 50c; M. Sargent, 1; S. Hoyt, 1; A. Colby, 
50c ; F. Sargent, 50c; C. L. Rowell, 50c; TV. Sargent, 
50c ; J. M. Weed, 25¢; M. Stickney, 25c; W. Chase, 
50c Haverhill, P. George,1; B. Harmon, 1; D. 
Francis Baster, ounk- | 2: Harmon, 1 3 S. BE. Jeweit, 50c; E. A. Porter, 1; 
To be hung on Friday, March | Rev. M. Goodrich,1; L. C. Wadleigh, 75c——Rock- 
. | port, W. H. Knowlton, 1\—— Newburyport, S. Norton, 
150c; E. R. Walker,1; R. Sherman, 1\——- Windsor 
Locks, G. F. Annis, 1; D. C. Marcy, 2ic; H. White, 
50c; C. W. Chapman, 50c; W. H. Annable, 50c; W. 
P. Coueles, 50c ; O. R. Hathaway, 50c; J. D. Reming- 
| ton, 25c; C. A. Lord, 25c-; L. Chapman, 50c ; O. Dor- 
man, jr.,25c; TJ’. Howard 25c; P. Balard, 25c ; S. D. 
Woodruff, 25¢; H. N. Prout, 25e——Royalston, J. 
Merriam, 1; C. Bancroft, 25c; G. F. Miller, 25c ; ™. 
W. Bragg, 25c; L. Jacobs, 25c ; C. Davis, 50c; L. 4. 
| Burbank, 25c; B. Bragg, 25c; A. M. Piper, 50c; J. 
Pierce, 25c; B. B. Bartlett, 25c ; J. Nichols, 25e-—— |} 
| Troy, J. Morey, 1; W. B. Rockwood, 50c; D. J. Hed- 
enberg, 50c; H. Adams, 50c; J. Brennan, 25c; C. H. 
Russell, 25c; C. B. Dexter, 50c; J. Powers, 50c 


SOUTH CAROLINA! Dexter WeEtts, for the 


To be executed on the 3d Friday in February next. 
ILLINOIS! Joun Baxrer, for the murder of 
Col. Davenport, of Rock Island. Time of execution 








PENNSYLVANIA! 
hannock, Wyoming Co. 
28th, 1845. Escaped from Prison. 

James M’Carrertry, for the murder 
Hassler. Time of execution not known. ° 

NEW HAMPSHIRE! Anvrew Howarp, for the 
murder of Phebe Hanson, Sept 19th, 1843. Time of 
execution, July 8th, 1846. 

CONNECTICUT! Anprew P. Porrer, for the 
murder of Lucius P. Osborn, last February. To be 
hung July 3d, 1846. 

MARYLAND! Won. WHEELER, a slave for en- 
gaging in aninsutrection ; time of execution unknown. 

UNITED STATES! Base, the pirate. Nowcon- 
finedin the Tombs, N. Y. City. The time of execu- 
tion is fixed by the President on the first Friday of June 


1846. 
VERMONT! Evcene Currrorp, for the murder | Pa!mer Depot, H. Seaver, 2—— Fall River, B. F. An- | 
of his wife and child ; time of execution not fixed. | thony, 50¢ Woonsocket, Mrs. E. F. Caswell, 50c— | 
The law is now that there shall be fifteen months between the | Jianover, J. Vining, 25c; J. Gardner, 50c; C. Smith, | 
25c —— Malden, Capt. G. Winslow, 40c——Roxbury, 


sentence and execution, and then the criminal is to be hung without 
W. Chapin, 1\— Exeter, J. Rollins, 1; E. W. Robin- 


of David 

















an order from the Executive, 
MAINE! ‘THomas THorN, for murder. Now| 














~ : : k : 2 > J. Der » Mr.S ins, 1; D. W. Williams 
confined at hard labor inthe State Prison ; time of ex- | 7”? . ; ‘ aeren I; ~~ ~serty am 7 Re Mame, | 
. “ie 50c; T. Saul, 25¢; G. York, 50c; E£. Elliot,1; W. 
ecution not fixed, ’ Saas ( Menene Fowl 1 Syri ] 
The law is that a criminal shall not be executed till one year after | Currter, 50e—— Epping, Je owle, ere pring field ot 
sentence, and not even then without an order from the Executive. G. W. Annable, 62c s LL. Kimball, 62 u eymouth, 
LOUISIANA! Pavuuine, the slave ; time of exe-| J. O. Foye, 1 Gardner, 4. Merrill, 1——- Upton, T. 
cution, March 28, 1846. S. Forbush, 1\——Hingham, H. Burr, 50c Newton 








Samuewt Kennepy, for the murder of Benjamin | Upper Falls, Asahel Goddard, 50¢ Harwich, E. | 
W. Wait, in New Orleans ; time of execution not ap-| Doane, jr.. 1; A. H.. Small, 1 Cleaveland, M. | 
pointed. | Richardson, 1; Dr. H. Everett, 1; J. R. Henry,1 

IOWA! Ww. McCavucey, for the murder of Don | Quincy, J. Riddle, 50c ; J. Euell, 25c ; W. Field, 25c ; 
Ferdinand Coffman, and infant daughter. ; T Lock, 50c; A. W. Leighton, 50c——FPendleton, S. 

Was to be executed on the 30th of May, 1845; but in conse- | P, Clarke, 1—— Hollis, J. Farley, 25c¢; S. Lund, 25c ; 
| E. F. Wheeler, 25c; S. Little, 25c——-Hallowell, B. 
Page, 25c Newburyport, J. D. Robinson, 3d, 
50c ; M. B. Wheeler, 50c New Salem, R. A. Strat- 
* | ton, 25c; P. Whittaker, 26c; S. Titus, 25c; C. Has- | 

















i-7 Executions are now private in the following States: Maine, 





‘God save the Commonwealth of | 


Twelfth Edition, with fine Engravings. 
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kall, 25c ; J. Galland, 25c; E. Shaw, 25c; B. Hoskail, 
25¢; D. W. Putnam, 25c; B. Felton, 25c Norih 
New Salem, N. Whitaker, 25¢ ; D. Whitaker, 25c ; C. 
Chamberlain, 25c Leicester, S. May,1; R. Rock- 
wood, 50c; G. Elkins, 50c—— Hingham, ——, 1—— 
New Garden, A. Lewis, 1,50; E. A. Taylor, 50¢ 
Dover, J. Frye, 1; A. Jalsom, 1 ; A. Pierce, 1 ; J. Moni- 
ford, 1; H. G. Tasker, 50c ; C. S. Wallingford,1; C. 
W. Cheever, 1; E. Wadleigh, 1; L. Beach,1; W. H. 
Alden, 2; H. Sawyer, 1; J. Parsons, 1; B. Wiggin, 1; 
W. D. Crockett, 25c; E. Bartholomew, 75c; 8. S. 
Moulton, 25c; Rev. Mr. Parkman,2; B Osgood, 1 
—— Boston, A. Munroe, 20c; J. A. Andrew,1; C. D. 
Davis, 50c; J. M. Welch, 1 Marblehead, J. 8. 
Hammond, 25c; U. F. Dolaber, 25c; J. Goodwin, jr., 
25c; J. Lefavour, 50c ; T. Symonds, 25c——Neponset, 8. 
. Leonard, 1\—Kennebunk, E. Dorman, 1——Buzton, P. 
i Libby, 1—— Weymouth, B. Leach, 25——Holliston, 
‘ R. Ray, 1; C. Follansbe, 25c Auburn, N. Clarke, 
' 25c——[Leverett, W. H. Smith, 1; D. Rice, 25c; W. 
Taylor, 20c——No. Amherst, H. Cutler, 25c; F. Rob- 
inson, 25c——WNorthfield, C. N. Morgan, 25c. (only $2 
sent, 2,25 in amount.) ] Saugus, L. Cheever, 30c 
—— Cowansvilte, A. P. Hurbert, 1; (sent last summer) 
——Hubbardston, B. F. Wright, 64c—— Wilmington, 
Rev. J. W. Bailey, 1——Fitchburgh, P. Quinham, 1 
—— Hudson, H. Ackley, 1\——Stoughton, C. H. Drake, 
50c; D. French, jr., 25e——New Bedford, D. W. 
Ruggles, 1 Fall River, P. D. Conant, 35c——So. 
Reading, L. Sweetser, 1 Ashby, J. Gilson, 25¢; W. 
S. Huntington, 25c—— Chelsea, A. Pratt, 5}0e——Pem- 
broke, J. Jennings, 1; 8. Brown, ly; E. C. Scott, 50; J. 
Fish, 25c———Concord, C. Benjamin, 1—- Orleans, R. 
Gould, 1,28—— Wellfleet, T. F. Newcomb,1; J. Hig- 
gins, 25——.Middleton, M. A. Averill, 1\——Keene, J. 
Hi. Fuller, 1 Gilsum, W. Gerould, 1\——Kimbertor, 
T. Jacobs, 75c ; MN. Maris, 2 Athens, E. Bayley, 25c 
——Syracuse, Rev. S. J. May, 1——Altleboro, ©. 
Wilmarth, 1,06. 
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MARRIED: . 

In this city, 16th inst, at the Brattle square House, 
by the Rev. Mr, Kirk, D. P. Lane, Esq., to Miss 
Sarau G. Corrin, both of Boston. 

16th inst., by Rev. Dr. Vinton, Mr. Epwin H. Sa- 
vin to Miss ELEaANoR A. ForRRESTER, all of this 
city. 








DIED: 


{ 

| Inthis city, 12th inst., of small pox, Mr. ALFRED 
|W. Freeman, 22, formerly of Liverpool. 

| At Charlestown, Jan. 15, Mr. Georce W. Ruvus- 
| SELL, 25. 

| At Dorchester, 15th inst., Mary, widow of the late 
Bela Hersey, 72. 

| 

‘ 

, 0 Se 
KILLED : 

! 

| By the State of Kentucky, on the 2d inst., Joun W. 
| PARKER. 








Titles of Jesus, 
By Cuarves SPEAR. 


Sixteenth edition, with rich Steel Engravings. Price $1 


Swe work has received high commendations both 
in this country and in Europe. We subjoin afew 
/ notices from abroad. 


‘The author has brought together, with great dili- 
gence, all the Names and Titles which are applied io 
|Christ in the Scriptures, amounting altogether to 
| eighty. Each of these he explains and illustrates 
| practically, conveying much useful comment in a pop- 
ular style, accompanied by a great variety of valuable, 
moral and devotional sentiment. We believe it is as 
yet scarcely known at this side of the Atlantic, but it 
would probably, suit the wants of many, and be es- 
'reemed a valuable addition to our valuable stock of 
| practical divinity. We have no hesitation in expres- 
‘sing our approbation of its prevailing opinions and 
tendency, and our hope that it will meet with a wel- 
come amongst us.” 


| From the Enquirer, London. 
| 


From the Christian Pioneer, Edinburgh. 


‘This is a very interesting work, devotional and 
practical in its character and design, No one can 
peruse the work without instruction and pleasure. 
| Even in places in which an individual may see rea- 
isons to differ from the writer, he must still admire his 
| power of moral discrimination, and feel at one with 
‘his love and veneration of the character of Christ. 


This work is not in the trade, but it is published and 


‘sold by the Author and his agents, Geo. W. Rriggs, 


103 Washington Street, and B. Marsh, 25 Cornhill. 





Essays on the Punishment of Death. 


By Cuarres SPEAR. 
Price 62 1-2 cis 
TI\HIS work is intended to present a concise and 
| practical view of Capital punishment. In prepare 
ing the work the author had access to many valuable 
foreign publications, scarcely known, in this country. 
The work contains sixteen Essays ; one chapter em- 
bodying O°CONNELL’S speech on the subject. 

Also a view of all the capital offences in the Union ; 
a labor said by distinguished jurists never to have 
been accomplished before. 
Thig work has passed through twelve editions in 
ar. 
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hts on the Death-Penalty. 


UST Published,—Thoughts on the Death-Penalty, 

J By Caries C. Burvercu. For sale by Bela 

Marsh, No. 25 Cornhill.—Also, Essays on the Pun- 

ishment of Death.* By Charles Spear. Price 62 ets., 

and Titles of Jesus by the same author. Price $1. 
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THE PRISONER'S ADDRESS 


9) 


TO THE ** PRISONER’S FRIEND! 





‘PrisonEeR’s FrRiEND,’I see with gladness, 
All thy works of love to me ; 

While I linger here in sadness, 

Wait to hear my destiny. 

When to sin my heart consented, 

O, what pangs my conscience felt ; 

But I hope I have repented, 

At the throne of mercy knelt. 
Christians tell me Jesus pardons, 

And will save from sin and woe ; 

But towards me their spirit hardens, 

And they will no mercy show. 

But there is sweet consolation, 

Jesus will my sins forgive ; 

Grant my soul a free salvation, 

Let me in his presence live. 

While in my cold cell reclining, 

And no ray of hope appears ; 

Jesus bids me cease repining, 

Wipes away my falling tears. 

0! the depths of love unbounded, 

Ever flowing rieh and free ; 

My soul with all this love surrounded, 
Will to this dear refuge flee. 

* Prisoner’s Friend,’ when time is ended, 
And the scenes of life are o’er ; 

May we all in union blended, 

Dwell in bliss forever more.  / 


P South Abington, Nov, 25, 1845. 








MISCELLANY. 








INSTINCT OF CHILDHOOD. 


BY JOHN NEAL. 

A beautiful child stood near a large open win- 
dow. The window was completely overshadow- 
ed by wild grape and blossoming honey-suckle, 
and the drooping branches of a prodigious elm— 
the largest and handsomest you ever saw. The 
child was leaning forward with half-open mouth 
and thoughtful eyes, looking into the firmament 
of green leaves forever at play, that appeared to 
overhang the whole neighborhood; and_ her 
loose bright hair, as it broke away in the cheer- 
ful morning wind, glittered like stray sunshine 
among the branches and blossoms. 

Just underneath her feet, and almost within 
reach of her little hand, swung a large and pret- 
tily covered bird cage, all opento the sky! The 
broad plentiful grape leaves lay upon it in heaps 
—the morning wind blew pleasantly through it, 
making the very music that birds and children 
love best—and the delicate branches of the 
drooping elm swept over it—and the glow of 
blossoming herbage round about fell with a sort 
of shadowy lustre upon the basin of bright water, 
and the floor of glittering sand within the cage. 

‘Well, if ever /’ said the child; and then she 
stooped and pulled away the trailing branches 
and looked into the cage; and then her lips be- 
gan to tremble, and her soft eyes filled with 
tears. 

Within the cage was the mother bird, flutter- 
ing and whistling—not cheerfully, but mournful- 
ly—and beating herself to death against the deli- 
cate wires; and three little bits of birds watch- 
ing her, open mouthed, and trying to follow her 
from perch to perch, as she opened and shut her 
golden wings, like sudden flashes of sunshine, 
and darted hither and thither, as if hunted by 
some invisible thing—or by a cat foraging in the 
shrubbery. + 

‘There, now! there you go again! you foolish 
thing, you! Why whatisthe matter? I should 
be ashamed of myself! I should so! Hav’nt 
we bought the prettiest cage in the world for 
you? Havy’nt you had efiough to eat, and the 
best that could be had for love or money— 
sponge cake—loaf sugar, and all sorts of seeds? 
Didn't father put Up a nest with his own hands ; 
and havn’t I watched over you? you ungrateful 
little thing! till the eggs you put there had all 
turned to birds, no bigger than grasshoppers, and 
so noisy—oh, you can’t think! Just look at the 
beautiful clear water there—and the clean white 
sand—where do you think you could find such 
water as that, or sucha pretty glass dish, or 
such beautiful bright sand, if we were to take 
you at your word, and let you out, with that lit- 
tle nest full of young ones, to shift for them- 
selves, hey ?’ 

. The door opened, and a tall benevolent look- 

ing man stepped up to her side. 

‘Oh, father, I’m so glad you’re come. What do 

ou think is the matter with poor little 
The father looked down among the 
shrubbery, and up into the top bran 
then into the cage—the countenance o 
girl growing more and more perplexed and more 
sorrowful every moment, 

‘Well, father—what is it? does it see any- 


thing 








r 


‘No my love, nothing to frighten her; but 
where is the father bird ?’ 

‘ He’s in the other cage. He made such a to- 
do when the birds began to chipper this morning 
that I was obliged to let him out; and , brother 
Bobby, he frightened him into the cage and car- 
ried him off.’ 

‘ Was that right, my love 7” 

‘Why not, father? He would’nt be quiet you 
know ; and what was I to do?’ 

‘ But, Moggy, dear, these little birds may want 
their father to help to feed them ; the poor moth- 
er bird may waut him to take care of them, or 
sing to her?’ 

‘Or, perhaps, to show them how to fly, fa- 
ther ? e 

‘Yes, dear. And to separate them just now— 
how would you like to have the carried off, and 
put into another house, leaving no one at home 
but your mother to watch over you and the rest 
of my little birds?” 

The child grew more thoughtful. She looked 
up into her father’s face, and appeared as if more 
than half disposed to ask a question which might 
be little out of place ; but she forbore, and after 
musing a few moments, went back to the original 
subject : . 

‘ But father, what can be the matter with the 
poor thing ? you see how she is flying about, and 
the little ones trying to follow her, and tumbling 
upon their noses, and toddling about as if they 
were tipsy, and could’nt see straight.’ 

‘I am afraid she is getting discontented.’ 

‘ Discontented! How can that be father?— 
Has’nt she her little ones about her, and every 
thing on earth she can wish, and then, you 
know, she never used to be so before.’ 

‘When her mate was with her, perhaps.’ 
‘Yes, father; and yet, now I think of it, the 
moment these little witches began to peep-peep, 
and tumble about so funny, the father and mother 
began to fly about in the cage, as if they were 
crazy. Whatcan be the reason? The water, 
you see, is cool and clear; the sand bright; they 
are out in the open air, with all the green Jeaves 
blowing about them ; their cage has been scoured 
with soap and sand ; the fountain filled ; and the 
seed box—and—and—! declare I cannot think 
what ails them,’ 

‘ My love, may it not be the very things you 
speak of? Things which you think ought to 
make them happy, are the very cause of all their 
trouble, you see. The father and mother are 
separated. How can they teach their young to 
fly in that cage! How teach them to provide 
for themselves!’ 

‘But father—dear father!’ laying her little 
hand on the spring of the cage door, ‘ dear father ! 
would you ?’ 

‘And why not, my dear child ?’ and the fa- 
ther’s eyes filled with tears, and he stooped 
down and kissed the bright face upturned to his, 
and glowing as if illuminated with inward sun- 
shine. ‘* Why not?’ 

‘I was only thinking, father, if I should let 
them out, who will feed them?’ 

‘Who feeds the young ravens, dear? Who 
feeds the ten thousand little birds that are flying 
about us now 7?’ 

‘ True, father; but they never have been im- 
prisoned, you know, and have already learned to 
take care of themselves.’ 

The father looked up and smiled. 

‘Worthy of profound consideration, my dear ; 
Iadmit your plea; but have a care lest you over- 
rate the danger and the difficulty, in your un- 
willingness to part with your beautiful little 
birds.’ 

‘Father !’ and the little hand pressed upon the 
spring, and the door flew open—wide open ! 
‘Stay my child! What you do must be done 
thoughtfully, conscientiously, so that you may 
be satisfied with yourself hereafter, and allow me 
to hear all your objections,’ 

‘I was thinking, father, about the cold rains, 
and the long winters, and how the poor little 
birds that have been so long confined would 
never be able to find a place to sleep in, or wa- 
ter to wash in, or seeds for their little ones.’ 

‘In our climate, my love, the winters are very 
short, and the rainy season itself does not drive 
the birds away; and then, you know birds al- 
ways follow the sun; if our climate is too cold 
for them, they have only to go farther south.— 
But ina word, my love, you are to doas you 





would be done by. As you would not like to 
‘have me separated from your mother and you; 
as you would not like to be imprisoned for life, 
‘though your cage was crammed with loaf sugar 
and sponge cake—as you—’ 

‘That'll do father! that’s enough! Brother 
Bobby! hither Bobby! bring the little cage with 
you; there’s a dear!’ 

Brother Bobby sung out in reply; and after a 
moment or two of anxious inquiry, appeared at 
the window with a little cage. The prison 
doors were opened ; the father bird escaped ; the 
mother bird immediately followed, with a cry of 
joy; and then came back and tolled her little 
ones forth among the bright green leaves. The 


children clapped their hands in an ecstacy, and 
the father fell upon their necks and kissea them ; 
and the mother who sat by, sobbed over them | 








PRISONER'S FRIEND. 


both fora whole hour, as if her heart would 
break ; and“‘told her neighbors with tears in her 
eyes. 

* * * * * * 

‘The ungrateful hussy! What! after all 
that we have done for her; giving her the best 
room that we could spare ; feeding her from our 
own table; clothing her from our own wardrobe; 
giving her the handsomest and shrewdest fellow 
for a husband within twenty miles of us; allow- 
ing them to live together tll a child is born; 
and now, because we have thought proper to 
send him away for a while, where he may earn 
his keep—now, forsooth! we are to find my lady 
discontented with her situation !’ 

‘ Dear father !’ 

‘ Hush, child ! 

‘ Ay, discontented—that’s the word—actually 
dissatisfied with her condition! the jade! with 
the best of every thing to make her happy— 
comforts and luxuries she could never dream of 
obtaining if she were free to-morrow—and al- 
ways contented ; never presuming to be discon- 
tented till now.’ 

‘ And what does she complain of, father ” 

‘Why, my dear child, the unreasonable thing 
complains just because we have sent her hus- 
band away to the other plantation for a few 
months ; he was idle here, and might have grown 
discontented, too, if we had not packed him off. 
And then, instead of being happier, and more 
thankful—more thankful to her heavenly Father, 
for the gift of a man child, Martha tells me that 
she found her crying over it calling ita little 
slave, and wished the Lord would take it away 
from her—the ungrateful wench ! when the death 
of that child would be two hundred dollars out 
of my pocket—every cent of it ! 

‘ After all we have done for her too!’ sighed 
the mother. 

‘I declare I have no patience with the jade !’ 
continued the father !’ 

‘ Father—dear father !’ 

‘ Be quiet, Moggy, don’t tease me now.’ 

‘ But, father!’ and, as she spoke, the child 
ran up to her father and drew him to the win- 
dow, and threw back her sun-shiny tresses, and 
looked up into his eyes with the face of an an- 
gel, and pointed to the cage as it still hung at the 
window, with the door wide open ! 

The fathér understood her, and colored to the 
eyes; and then, as if half ashamed of the weak- 
ness, bent over and kissed her forehead— 
smoothed down her silky hair—and told her she 
was a child now, and must not talk about such 
matters till she had grown older. 

‘ Why not, father?’ 

‘Why not? Why bless your little heart !— 
Suppose 1 were silly enough to open my doors 
and turn her adrift, with her child at her breast, 
what would become of her? Who would take 
care of her? who feed’ her? 

‘Who feeds the ravens, father? Who takes 
care of all the white mothers, and all the white 
babes we see?” 

‘Yes, child—but then—I know what you are 
thinking of; but then—there’s a mighty differ- 
ence, let me tell you, between a slave mother 
and a white mother—between a slave child and 
a white child.’ ' 

‘ Yes, father.’ 

Don’t interrupt me. You drive every thing 
out of my head. What wasI going to say 7— 
Oh! ah! that in our long winters and cold rains, 
these poor things who have been brought up in 
our houses, and who know nothing about the 
anxieties of life, and have never learned to take 
care of themselves—and—a—’ 

‘Yes, father; but couldn’t they follow the sun, 
too? or go farther South ?’ 

‘ And why not be happy here ?’ 

‘But, father—dear father! How can they 
teach their little ones to fly in a cage? 

‘Child, you are getting troublesome!’ 

‘ And how teach their young to provide for 
themselves, father ?’ 

‘Put the little imp to bed, directly : do you 
hear?’ 

Good night, father! Good night, mother! 
Do as YOU WOULD BE DONE BY.’ 





THE LAST OF THE REPORTERS. 


The other evening somewhere about eight 
o’clock, one of our city reporters was attracted 
by a noise in a cabaret by which he was passing. 
He stopped to gather a paragraph (he hoped) 
but finding that it was a mere bar room brawl, 
he was about going out of the door, when, on | 
being accosted by a mysterious personage, he 
stopped. 

‘Young man, said the mysterious person, 
grasping him by the arm, ‘what’s your busi- 
ness ?” 

‘My business, sir? I am the reporter for the 
Daily Luminary of New Orleans.’ 

‘Well, I knew it---I. knew it by the cut of 
your jib. Where’s your ink bottle---where are 
your pens-—-your pencils----your paper? Do you 
suppose people will know what you are unless 
you show your implements of trade? Young 
man I ask you solemnly----have you got any mo- 
ney----can you treat ?’ 





‘Yes, sir,’ answered the reporter in a quiet 
gentlemanly style, ‘ what will you take ?’ 

‘ Bar-keeper, give me a glass of water—a 
small! glass of water, and some gin, Now young 
man, sit down here----I like your face, and I'll 
let you into a few professional secrets.’ 

The reporter sat down eager to know what 
his new acquaintance could possibly have to 
communicate. The mysterious personage took 
a deep ‘swig’ of gin, wetted his lips with water, 
and then knotting his eyebrows, said in a sepul- 
chral whisper— 

‘ Young man, there ‘aint no reporters living at 
this time 

‘What!’ said the young man, with an expres- 
sion of ghastly surprise. 

‘I repeat it. The reporters are dead! They’re 
gone to that bourne from which no traveller re- 
turns! No, not even if there was a steam con- 
veyance, and reporters had a free seat, they 
couldn’t; no, nor they wouldn’t come back.’ 

* © You utterly astonish me !’ 

‘Young man, I wasa reporter!’ (This was 
said proudly, and accompanied by two large 
swallows of gin.’ ‘Yes, 1 was a reporter! In 
my day, we didn’t mince matters. If a man 
robbed a house, we used to describe each chair 
that was stolen; and I recollect writing a pas- 
sage about the footsteps of a thief who had 
been in the mire and stole three pewter cups 
from a widder lady with four orphan children, 
that caused a prodigious sensation. Once I de- 
scribed the number of kicks that a criminal 
gave who was hung for arson, and made a 
slight allusion to the on-twisting of the rope— 
that article got three subscribers, and an adver- 
tisement of four lines to our paper. But I may 
say, that, without flattering myself, (here the 
mysterious personage took three or four large 
gulps of the gin,’) ‘in murders, I was without a 
rival.’ 

‘How was that ?’ inquired his companion. 

‘How? You ask how? Young man, you 
don’t know your profession, and I know that no 
reporters are in the land of the livin! But stop 
—I’lldrown my anger’--(here followed another 
swig )—-‘ when a murder occurred I always had a 
rule in my pocket to take the Jength and breadth 
of the knife, or a small pair of scalesto weigh 
the bullets. But once, and only once, I was out, 
and then a man was hit on the head with a mal- 
let,and this ‘ horrid implement of death,’ as | 
feelingly described it, was split into a thousand 
fragments, so much so, that I could not describe 
the murderous weapon. But, young man, when 
blood was spilt, and 1 saw the blood, then ! 
then !—’ 

‘And what then?’ said his companion with 
eagerness. 

‘Then I was in my glory! I'd describe the 
color and side of the splotches—the shriek ofthe 
dying man, and the cries of his wife and children 
—-the coroner’s inquest and the arrest of the 
murderer! Young man, those were the times 
for reporters! Why, often on a Sunday night 
I’ve had ten cases of broken legs, four or five 
children run over by carts, stevedores who fell 
into the holds of vessels, and robberies innumer- 
able that could not be got in on account of the 
press of matter. Ay young man, young man,’ 
(here came a sigh and a hiccup, whilst a tear, 
composed. principally of gin, trickled down his 
cheek,) ‘ the Reporters are all-dead !’ 

‘ Here, covey,’ said one of the guardians of the 
night, ‘ you’d be better gettin’ home. Who are 
you, any how ?” 

‘Whoam I?’ said the mysterious personage, 
with several loud hiccups—‘ Oh, it’s you, Char- 
ley—mum, you know—I'm the last of the report- 
ers !’ 

‘ Well, I heer’d you reportin’ for some time, 
and now you kin come with me and report your- 
self to Mr. Baldwin to-morrow morning.” 

So saying, the ‘Last of the Reporters’ was 
marched off to the calaboose.--N. O. Delta. 
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Trutu.—A parent may leave an estate to his 
son, but how soon may it be mortgaged! He 
may leave him money, but how soon may it be 
squandered. Better leave him a sound constitu- 
tion, habits of industry, an unblemished reputa- 
tion, a good education, and an inward abhor- 
rence of vice, in any shape or form; these can- 
not be wrested from him, and are better than 
thousands of gold and silver. 


wy rarer 


Our Mecnanics.—They are the palace build- 
ers ofthe world; not a stick is hewn, not a stone 
sharpened, in all the lordly dwellings of the rich, 
that does not owe its fitness and beauty to the 
mechanic’s skill; the towering spires that raise 
their giddy heights among the clouds, depend up- 
pon the mechanic’s art and strength for their sym- 
metry, beauty and fair proportions; there is no 
article of comfort or pleasure but what bears the 
impress of their handi-work. How exalted is 
their calling; how sublime is their vocation ' 
Who dare to sneer at such a fraternity of honora- 
ble men; who dares to cast odium upon such a 
patriotic race? Their path is one of true glory, 
and it is their own fault if it does not lead them 
to the highest posts of honor and renown. 
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